Vocabulary for Variables and Algebraic Expressions

Variable—a letter that is used in place of a number.  Sometimes, the variable will be given a value.  This value will replace the variable in order to solve the equation.  Other times, the variable is not assigned a value and the student is to solve the equation to determine the value of the variable.

Algebraic Expression—contains at least one variable, one number and one operation.  An example of an algebraic expression is n + 7.

Constant—a number that stands by itself.  The 7 in our previous vocabulary term is an example of a constant.

Term—each part of an expression that is separated by an operation.  For instance, in our earlier example n + 7, the terms are n and 7.  

Coefficient—a number in front of and attached to a variable.  For example, in the expression 8x + 3, the 8 is the coefficient.  
